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Clintonbyl
in straw poll
Top three candidates
were Robert Dole,
President Clinton and
Colin Powell.
By David Novak
Federalist Society President
And the winner is Bob Dole with 27
votes. The Presidential Straw Poll that
was held Tuesday, November 7, and
Wednesday, November 8 was a big success. All of the declared candidates were
on the ballot except for Lamar Alexander
(a mistake on my part).
Many different things can be read
from the results. First of all, Rick
Comingore, a 2L here at the law school,
tied for 6th place with Steve Forbes.
What does this mean? It means that Rick,
who is not a retired military general or a
U.S. Senator, is more popular than many
of the other Republican presidential candidates who have campaign funds, TV
appearances and big name endorsements.
The results were:
Dole-- 27
Clinton -- 26
Colin Powell -- 17
Richard Lugar-- 12
Patrick Buchanan -- 8
Steve Forbes -- 7
Rick Comingore (student) -- 7
Lamar Alexander -- 6
Phil Gramm -- 5
Alan Keyes -- 2
Robert Doman -- 2
None of the above-- 2
The following candidates received
only one vote: any other democrat,
Professor Smoot, Nicole Kimble, Jack
Kemp, Alren Spector, Professor Dooley,
Bill Bennett, Tupac Shakur, Paul
Tsongas, Louis Farrakhan, Michael
Jackson, Warren Buffet, and for those in
Professor O'Drobinak's Trust & Estate
class -- Henrietta.
When the straw poll opened, I thought
Colin Powell would win. However, with
the announcement that he would not run
on Wednesday, I did not observe any one
person writing his name on the ballot.
Therefore, I speculate, that if the news
had not broken early Wednesday morning
that he would not run, Colin Powell
would have won the Straw Poll.
Nevertheless, the citizens of
Valparaiso University School of Law
have spoken, and their choice for president is Bob Dole.

Photograph by Christine Cutter

Renee George, Professor Phil ipp Brockington and Rafael Taylor join to enjoy taffy apples that were
on sale at a Black Law Student Association fundraiser. The taffy apple Professor Brockington ate
was the first that he had ever tasted.

VUSL rated 33rd
in nation for women
By Christopher Hedges
Editor-in-Chief
Valparaiso University School of Law
was rated 33rd in the nation as a law
school that strives for equal treatment of
women.
The National Jurist _poll of U.S. law
schools rated schools based on the percentage of women law students and faculty, as well as on the number of women
who are in leadership positions in law
reviews and student bar associations.
VUSL scored the foilowing in the
survey:
Percent Students: 45
Percent Faculty: 35
Equal Treatment: 2.77
Leadership Score: 93.5
Overall Score: 85.5
According to the survey, an ideal
score for a law school in the leadership
and overall scores categories is 100. The
equal treatment score is an index of how
women at VUSL view their treatment.
The top school in the survey, North
Carolina Central scored a 3.09 in the
equal treatment category, 159.5 in the
leadership score and 120.6 in the overall
score.

NCC's campus is comprised of 54 percent women law students and 58 percent
women faculty.
The equal treatment category,
according to the survey was derived
from a survey of 18,000 law students at
ABA accredited law schools and asked
the question, "Female students are
afforded equal treatment by students and
faculty." The students rated their school
on a scale of 1 to 4, with 4 being a perfect score.
The leadership score assumes that 50
percent of women should be involved in
leadership activities at a law school. A
school with 50 percent of women in
leadership positions in student government and law review scores 100.
The top five schools in The National
Jurist poll are North Carolina Central,
CUNY/Queens, Northeastern University,
Santa Clara University and Arizona State
University.
The lowest rated schools in the poll
include
Indiana
University-Bloomington at 160, University of
Chicago at 166, Harvard University at
167 and the lowest rated school,
Brigham Young University at 168.
Other Indiana schools surveyed
include: ill--Indianapolis (48) and Notre
Dame (147).

DTP hosting party
at Oneida's tonight
By Steve Etzler
Public Relations Chairman, DTP
Delta Theta Phi, along with the
Women's Law Student Association will
be hosting another party at Oneida's
tonight at 9 p.m.
The first 50 to 60 pitchers of beer, as
well as snacks, will be provided.
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In case anyone has some extra
time for divulging in a little politically
correct reading, the new Bible just
released by Oxford University Press
might be worth your attention. Then
again, if you have no time whatsoever for
any extracurricular activities and just
need a few laughs, this piece is a find.
The only thing I could possibly think of
that might reach the level of idiocy found
here won't be seen until Bill Clinton
writes his presidential memoirs.
Actually, the funny part will be watching
him find a library to accept them.
At any rate, a short preview of
this holey Bible should help readers
decide whether they want to put this on
their Christmas shopping lists. Where to
begin?
For you ladies out there disturbed by the trend set in the Garden of
Eden, your troubles have been cured. All
male pronouns for God have been eliminated, or at least been placed on equal
footing with those of females. The onlybegotten Son of the Father has become
the "parent's only child". The Our Father
has been changed to: "Father-Mother,
hollowed be your name. May your
dominion come." Yes, even the word
kingdom has been removed because of its
patriarchal character.
In case you are feeling left out,
not to worry, because there is plenty
more. Left-handed and tired of being
oppressed by the "right" class? No problem. All references to the right hand of
God have been eliminated so as not to
offend any southpaw sensitivities. Racial
minorities have also been appeased, as the
word "darkness" as a metaphor for evil

has also fallen victim to the PC chopping
block. Enough is enough!
It is a good thing this wasn't the
text used when Christianity was making
its march for the conversion of souls. I
could see where a pagan would be totally
discouraged in understanding such a
work, but this was obviously not intended
to convert anyone. It was written (not
translated) for a few burnt-out Christians
intent on multiculturalizing the sacred.
But in case I have left my reader
discouraged about the Christmas shopping season, I offer a few of
Christendom's beauties. In the Holy
Scripture category, try the finest English
translation around: the Douay-Rheims.
Then work your way to St. Augustine's
Confessions and Dante's Divine Comedy,
in my opinion, the greatest piece of literature the West has produced. For the
deeper minded, try Boethius' Consolation
of Philosophy, then come up to date with
Joseph Pieper's Leisure: Basis of Culture.
For the 20th Century novel fans,
Gironella's The Cypresses Believe in God
is all that is required, at least for a few
months, which is the length of time it
takes to read it. Nonetheless, a masterpiece worth the time. Finish your shopping by grabbing anything by the late
G.K. Chesterton.
I recommend
Orthodoxy, but don't cheat yourself, his
Father Brown detective novels are a find.
So there is hope out there, but a
little patience (if not nose-holding) is
required to decipher what is what.
However, it doesn't take much intel1igence to figure out Oxford's new Bible
won't be breaking any sales records this
Christmas season.

Want to contribute?
Contact The Forum
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Valparaiso, Indiana 46383
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Views on race
hypocritical
To the Editor:
The Million Man March was a success
and it is absolutely horrible that someone
will keep running this Louis Farrahkan
stuff into the ground. The man has a first
amendment right to say what he wants!
You do not have to agree with what he
says; however, he does have a right to say
it.
Mr. Furman does not have the right to
plant evidence and beats people in the
name of the law. To compare the two
under an analysis of hypocritical views of
people on race is absolutely hypocritical
in and of itself.
If you do not like what Farrahkan
says, then at least give him some credit
for his tireless efforts to dean up the
streets in the African-American
Community, his efforts to rehabilitate excons, and his example of education and
discipline that he presents for young
African-American Men.
J.Richardson
VIA EMAIL
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OJ sticker flyer
offensive
To the Editor:

Keep up the
good work!
To the Editor:
Just wanted to compliment you on the
latest issue of the paper. Things look
good, and the variety of material is a big
plus.
Rob Sech
VIA EMAIL

Word choice
inappropriate
for sports story

Did anyone see the sign in the large
locker room advertising the "O.J. Sucks"
bumper sticker? I did, and I was offended.
The sign went on to state that if you
would send $2.50 to a St. John, Indiana
post office box, a bumper sticker would
be sent to you. Furthermore, the sign
stated that the profits would be donated to
the Brown and Goldman family -- sure
they would be.
I do not have a problem with people
trying to make a buck, however, not only
has the time passed for such an endeavor,
but it is in bad taste.
How many of you would proudly
place such a bumper sticker on your car?
I surely would not and I hope neither
would you.
David Novak

To the Editor:
Isn't "sucks" an inappropriate term for
a newspaper headline? It is either nondescriptive; or it's a vulgar slang term for
perversion, and it's still non-descriptive.
Had that been an article on hard candy I
would have understood, maybe, but it was
an article on sports.
If you gave your sons freedom
(including money) to do as they pleased,
would you be proud of the son who established a business and became a success,
or of the son who spent all the money on
gambling, booze, and prostitutes? In the
end, which son is more free?
Should our discourse be civil, polite,
and rational; or should it be filled with
emotional vulgarities? Which discourse
is more useful? Which discourse is the
better use of our first amendment freedoms? Which discourse is right, and
which one is wrong?
When considering freedom, consider
the two sons. Which son is more free, the
one passed out in the gutter or the son
who used his freedom to develop character and independence?

Frederick Techlin II
Editor Emeritus, The Forum
VIA EMAIL

Let your
voice rise
across the
land!
Write a letter
to the editor
or an opinion piece.
All viewpoints
of interest to law
students
welcome.
Deadline:

Novenruberl6, 1995
at 5 p.m.
For more information,
contact The Forum via email

FROM THE DEAN'S DESK
By Edward M. Gaffney, Jr.

Senate rejects LSO cuts;
Congressional proposal
would end loan deferments
In my last column in The Forum
I suggested that you might consider
involving yourself in the political decision about federal financing of legal aid.
To be sure, as I have heard from some of
you, there is room for debate among reasonable people on this issue. First let me
provide a quick update, then a reply to
some of the points raised about my last
column.
The update is that Senator Peter
Domenici (Rep.-N.M.) has persuaded the
Senate to reject the House approach of
killing the Legal Services Corporation
[LSC]. The vote in the Senate was 60-39,
and the matter must be reconciled in a
conference committee. So it's still not
too late for you to write or phone your
representative in "the House to urge the
House to accede to the Senate on this
matter, if you are so minded.
Now a few replies. First, when I
urged people to write to members of
Congress about this matter, I did not
mean to suggest that anyone is unethical
for failing to do so. Goodness knows that
we all lead busy lives as students of the
law, and cannot take up every issue that
comes before the Congress, the State legislatures, the city councils, and the school
boards of the land. We cannot even keep
up with all the hot issues. On the other
hand, I was appealing to an ancient tradition about lawyers, underlined in
Aristotle's Ethics, that we have a special
duty to be good citizens. And I still think
that the issue of providing legal aid for
poor people is one of those important
issues that lawyers and future lawyers
might well regard as a special concern of
our calling.

Second, I acknowledge that the
middle class are underrepresented by
attorneys in many of the legal problems
that beset them. But from this fact I
would ar_gue not for cutting back on funds
for poor people, but for thinking more
imaginatively about meeting the legal
needs of the middle class. I don't think
that the British system of shifting legal
fees to the losing party solves the problem, but merely provides a dicey remedy
for poor and middle class alike.
Third, some of you imagine that
the Legal Services Corporation is a vast
centralized bureaucracy in ·Washington.
Actually, LSC is one of the most decentralized programs in the entire panoply of
federally funded programs. Since federal
funds account for less than 25% of the
needs of poor people, local committees
decide which needs are more urgent priorities.
Fourth, some of you think that
federal support for LSC is "massive." On
the contrary, it is exceedingly parsimonious. The amount of federal aid appropriated for LSC has never approximated
the very modest goal of funding two
lawyers for every 10,000 poor people.
Even if federal funding of LSC were
more generous, the fact that many members of the middle class suffer injustices
does not negate the validity of aiding
those who cannot afford to pay a legal
fee.
Finally, some of you think that
my argument was just more of the same
"old liberal" talk that the country repudiated by electing the 104th Congress. My
argument, based on the equal dignity of
all persons before the law, may indeed be
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4

The Fonun

No\·etnber 16 -- 30. 1995

Legal services legislation update;
_Congress wants to stop deferments
Legislation, from page 3

old, but not in the sense in which we
speak of tired "old liberals." It is an old
argument in the sense with which we ven·erate the ancient obligations set forth in
the command of Deuteronomy 16: 19 that
wealthy folks should have no greater
advantage at justice than poor folks. That
obligation is reflected in the commitment
of the Fourteenth Amendment to "equal
protection of the laws," a provision that
was added to the federal constitution pre-

cisely because the States could not be
trusted to do equal justice without that
federal guaranty. So central is the theme
of equal justice under law to our
American system that none of us whether paeleo-liberals or neo-conservatives - should let the l04th Congress
trample upon it or treat it with contempt.
Meantime, there is another legislative issue that I would commend to
your attention. I have endorsed a petition
to the 104th Congress that opposes its
proposed termination of the deferment of

the payment of interest on federally funded student loans. Like the termination of
the LSC endorsed by the House, this proposal would, of course, help to balance
the federal budget. But it would do so by
adding a crushing burden of additional
debt to students who cannot afford much
more than what you are already carrying.
I hope that a lot of you will be willing to
add your names to this petition. It affects
all ofyou.

Don't drive drunk!

DDI
465.7868
Designated Driver Initiative
Sponsored by SBA and ABA
Open Thursday- Saturday
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.

l\1arianne
and
Malini

Test your
'scientiaeleges'!!
By Marianne Manheim
and Malini Goel

IT'S FINALS TIME!!!!!!!
NEED A LITTLE STRESS RELIEF?!

STRESS RELIEF PACKAGES
ARE AVAILABLE NOW!!!

SALUTATIOAMICI ... !
Now that it's November, test your
legal knowledge. The winner will receive
the honorable title "Latin Scholar-Law
Student Extraodinaire" ... and win a bottle
of wine (vilis vinum). Vilis is the key
word in that sentence. If you can use any
of these terms in a sente11ce, you don't
need the wine, you've probably exceeded
your limit already ...
Define the following ... and good
luck!
1. Praestat cautela quam medela.

Each Package contains:
--Two (2) candy bars
--Coffee, Tea, or Hot Chocolate (choice of two, any combination)
--One ( 1) bag of microwave popcorn
--One ( 1) piece of fiuit (apple or orange)
--A ISBA highlighter and ruler
--A Note of Encouragement

2. Usque ad fium aquae.
3. Verba fortius accipuntur contra
proferentem.

ALL THIS FOR ONLY $4.00!!!!
ORDERS WILL BE TAKEN STARTING MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH.

4. Jus pascendi.
5. Diffacere.

Packages may be picked up beginning Monday, November 27th.
BUY ONE FOR A FRIEND!!!!

BUY ONE FOR YOURSELF!!!!

6. Erubescit lex fJ.J.os cast igare parentes.
7. Mortis momentum est ultimum
vitae momentum.
8. Perfectum est cuinihil deest
secundum suae perfectionist vel naturaemodum.
Have fun ... and submit answers to
locker #CCXLVIII before the end of the
week.
Gratiae et Felicites!
Marianne et Malini

SPONSORED BY THE ILLINOIS STATE BAR ASSOCIATION (ISBA)
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CROSSW RD® Crossword
Edited by Stan Chess
Puzzle Created by Fred Piscop
ACROSS
1 Bond holders,

38 Cheesy
magazine
40 Route

perhaps
6 C.P A.

42 A unicyde has

10 Java neighbor
14 Smokestack
sight
15 Concert or
theater
follower
16 Five-star

one

43 Emulates
Rickey

Henderson
46

49

Califomia

nan,.

mnstructing

name
17 Author
Havelock

agcy.
50 Thousands of

18 Make a
decision
19 Fad
20 Washington

52 Offie&-seeker

bucks

72 Conoordes
73 Chanqe the
Constitution
DOWN
1 Eject
2 _marcia (in
march style)
3 All-out
4 Former boxing
champ Griffith
5 Opening
words?
6 City on the
Jumna

7 The Uttle
Engine lhat

53 Headed for
the h~ls
54 Repeal

Washington

city?

60 Answeringmachine
sound

44 Relay-race

'62 Mets?
9 Halloween

benefactor

48 "Sweet Home

10 PacifiC island
PacifiC island?
11 Start of a

22 Author of
many poems?
23 Rig
61 German city
24 PC application
German city?
26 Toe preceder
65 _ Fugitiii'B
28 Tight position?
from a Chain
30
Man
Gang
(Emilio
66 Actress Moran
Estevez
67 Take for
(deceiw)movie)
31 Onetime
68 Slip a mickey
basketball org.
to
32 Chimney69 Art
sweep's target 70 Curbside min
34 Go over lhe
mllector
fin~e...:...,.,.--..,........,.,..7.;...1~Ex_xon once

harbor?
41 Pound sound
mmponent
45 Sunkentreasure sites
47 Yoko's man

8 Home of the

58 Exdamation of
amusement

city

33 Fresca
alternative,
once
35 Retum to lhe
scene of the
crime?
36 Menlo ParK
middle name
37 Dizzy or Daffy
39 American
Samoa harbor
American
Samoa

12

13
21
25
26
27
29

palindrome
Capital of
Nigeria
Ryan or Dunne
George
Carlin's radio
station
King Kong's
kin
last can?
Verge on
Tony of Leaii'B

51 Gazes
54 Put up with
55 "Bad news"
team
56 Harris' Uncle
57 Royal
proclamation
59 _pants
(women's
attire)
62 Space simian
63 Tree of
knowledge
location

It to Beaver=-...,.,....6_4.,.,.,.G_eek,..,..,.......

C1993 Crossword Magazine Inc.
For a free crossvvord puzzle catalogue, can or write:
Crossvvord Magazine, Inc., PO Box 909-A, Bellmore, NY 11710
(516) 826-9479
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Have a story idea?
Contribute to The Forum.

Call465-7831 for more info.
Meetings every Tuesday @ 10 a.m.
in Heritage Hall 202.
forum@wesemann.law.valpo.edu

part of DTP's activities
By Steve Etzler
Public Relations Chairman
Delta Theta Phi

Delta Theta Phi has
been and will continue to
be very active this semester. Initiation was held for
new members on October
19, and also included a
members only party following the initiation ceremony.
DTP has also been
active in fundraising by

selling sweatshirts. For
anyone who did not order
a sweatshirt, you can still
get one. The price of the
sweatshirt for members is
only $22.00 and for nonmembers, $25.00. You
may place your order at
the DTP table in the atrium or contact on of the
officers. (If you are not
sure who the officers are,
they are listed on the bulletin board in the hallway).

DTP also sponsored a
party earlier this semester
at Oneida's Restaurant
which was very successful. In fact, there was
such a good turnout, DTP,
along with WLSA will be
hosting another party at
Oneida's on Thursday ,
Nov. 16 at 9 p.m.
DTP is making plans
to help underprivileged
children receive Christmas
gifts. Watch for more
details on this project.

Schooi&Beyond
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Rabin, Israeli peacelllaker, killed
By Stacy Schlein
VIA EMAIL

JERUSALEM -- My Prime
Minister was shot. Although I
have never seriously considered
living in Israel permanently,
Yitzhak Rabin was my Prime
Minister. Even more so then Bill
Clinton is my president.
Even if I never move to
Israel, it is my home. These are
my people.
About 9:30 that evening I
was talking to my parents. They
asked, "Is there anything going
on in Israel." I responded, "No,
not a thing."
I hung up the phone and a
few minutes later my roommate
ran into the apartment.
"Rabin has been shot."
I didn't think he would live. I
didn't think he would die. I
didn't think. I was too busy trying to find an English broadcast.
We listened and waited.
My sister called, "You know
what's going on?"
Yes.

We heard that the assassin
was Jewish, an Israeli law student.
We were shocked. How
could a Jewish person do this to
another Jewish person?
Then we heard Rabin died on

person could kill another. I cried
because Israel will have huge
challenges to face. When I
woke up, my eyes were burning.
One of my roommates and I
walked to school not knowing
what to expect. The air was

across from his house. Two girls
held one another as they walked
towards their school next door to
Rabin's house.
At our school we spent two
hours talking about what happened. As our Professor of

the operating table.
I talked to my family again.
We were hurt, confused and sad.
I felt a throbbing pain in my
abdomen. As I lay in bed, I cried
myself to sleep. I cried because I
felt as if I lost a member of my
family. I cried because I
couldn't understand how one

heavy. As we took our regular
path to school, we passed
Rabin's house.
My roommate turned to me
and said, "I wonder what it is
like to guard a dead man's
house?"
Candles, letters and flowers
were placed all along the wall

Israel History and People talked
to us about the political ramifications. I looked up and saw two
students reading the paper.
RABIN ASSASSINATED. The
words, the pictures, I began to
cry hysterically.
It really happened.
I payed my last respects to

Yitzhak Rabin
1922-1995
By Jeremy Sosin
Contributor
VIA EMAIL

Two minutes is a very short period of
time, but not when the sound of emergency sirens marked the beginning of
Yitzhak Rabin's funeral. At 6:00am central time on November 6, 1995, I heard
the sound of a country in mourning. Up
to that moment, I could not express my
feelings towards the assassination of the
Prime Minister of Israel. At that moment,
I realized just how important one man
could be, not only to his country, but also
to anyone who embraces peace. As one
CNN commentator put it, that is the
sound of a heart with the power to wail.
During that two minutes, my life as a
Jew became very clear to me. Little over
a month ago, I celebrated the Jewish new
year by listening to the sound of the shofar ushering in the days of awe. The blast
of the shofar is deep and powerful, resonating through the air, through ears, and
through hearts. At Rosh Hashanah, I felt
joy that I had made it through another
year and that I had been blessed to begin
another. I took it upon myself to decide
how I wanted to live. Eight days later
during Yom Kippur, I again heard the
shofar blasting through the air, into my
ears, and into my heart. I felt a sense of
closure, that I was ready to face the chal-

lenges of the year to come.
Now, I am in mourning, not just for a
man who I did not know, but of his and
my own vision of peace. On the outside,
that peace was supposed to be between
Israel and her Arab neighbors. Now I
know that that is not enough. Now I
understand that peace must come from
within each of us, as Jews, as Arabs, as
Christians. I am saddened and terrified
that a Jew could kill another Jew. That
isn't supposed to happen. That was not
part of my visions and hopes for the new
year. That was unthinkable.
The wailing sounds of those sirens in
Israel were a call for a new beginning.
The world has no choice but to re-commit
itself to peace. Unfortunately, the peace
that is most important is not between
Arabs and Jews, but rather, it is within
each one us, as individuals committed to
living our lives a little bit better than we
were able to last year. We must all be
visionaries and soldiers in order to find a
new kind of peace, one that has never
existed before.
It is no longer Rosh Hashanah, but it
seems appropriate to say L' Shanah
Tovah. At the beginning of this new
year, I realize my charge to work for
peace. I hope that there is a enough
sweetness left in our memories so that our
new visions may overcome the bitter loss
of a great man.

the late Prime Minister in front
of the Knesset. The crowd carried me in and dragged me out
as I caught a glimpse of the casket draped with the Israeli flag.
The flow of people was never
ending.
I have never seen a line so
long. I have never seen so many
people with the same indescribable look. It wasn't a look of
pain, shock, anger or confusion.
It's indescribable because nothing like this has ever happened
before in the history of the State
of Israel.
Rabin is gone, no one can
bring him back. Yet, his ideals
and his goals loom large over
Israel.
No one knows what will happen during the next few months.
Yet posters of him at bus stops,
stores walls cry out, "May God
who causes peace to reign in the
high heavens let peace descend
on us, on all Israel, and all the
world." It is with these words,
that so many of us find the
strength to deal with this
tragedy.
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Adopt-a-family assists famili~ during the holidays
By Joanne Albers
Registrar
For almost ten years, the law
school has participated in the
campus-wide Adopt-a-Family
Project whereby various groups
and organizations assist local
indigent families for the holidays. The Chapel Office, in

Suffolk
Lawyers
Guild
announce
contest

association with the local welfare department, assigns the
families. The law school's participation in this project has been
coordinated through
the
Registrar's office with various
fundraisers to raise between
$500-$600 for the purchase of
Christmas gifts for one or more
very needy families.

One of our fundraisers is
selling Entertainment Books,
which are coupon books that
save up to 50 percent on dining,
travel (plane fares), shopping,
theatre, sports, gasoline, dry
cleaning, and more in the NW
Indiana and Chicagoland area.
(Other books are available for
various suburbs of Chicago or

South Bend-Michiana, if you
prefer). The discounts are good
for a year's time (most until
November 1996) and include
Billy Jack's, Pass Times, The
Spa, Strongbow's, Old Style Inn,
The Court, in addition to many
fast food places.
A sample book can be
viewed in the Registrar's Office

(Lisa Cannon's desk). You can
purchase the book for $30.00 (of
which $6.00 goes toward the
family fund).
Check it out. The books also
makes a great Christmas or holiday gift!

ILLINOIS BAR EXAM

Forum News Report
Suffolk University
Law School and the
Suffolk Lawyers Guild
announce their call for
papers for presentation at
the
Frist
Annual
Academic Convocation
for Law Students scheduled for March 8, 9 and
10, 1996 at Suffolk
University Law School in
Boston.
The Convocation's
theme is "Law in a
Changing Society." Any
student at an AHAapproved law school may
submit a proposal for
consideration. Fifty proposals will be accepted.
The convocation will be
arranged into approximately fifteen panels of
two-three students and a
moderator, selected from
prominent local scholars
and practicing attorneys.
The 50 students whose
papers are selected for
presentation will discuss
their paper in a fifteen
minute talk, followed by
comments by the chair of
the panel.
On Sunday, March 10,
the convocation will conclude with a luncheon, at
which time the top five
papers will be honored.
The top paper will be
reviewed for publication
in the Suffolk University
Law Review.
To be eligible to present papers, students must
submit a
one-page
abstract of the paper. The
deadline for submission
of the abstract is Dec. 3,
1995. Papers selected
will be announced Jan.
15, 1996.
For more information,
please contact Lisa Fisher
of the Suffolk University
Lawyers Guild at the
SULS SBA at (617) 5738174 or write to the
SULS Lawyers Guild at
41 Temple Street, Boston,
MA02114.

90°/o
of all bar review
course enrollees
during the last
twenty-five years
have selected
RICHARD J. CONVISER'S

BAR

REVIEW

176 West Adams, Suite 2100 • Chicago, IL 60603
(312) 782-6616
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·Career
8
lnfonnation
interviews:
excellent
networking
tool
By Gail Peshel
Director of Career Services
After finals and over
semester break, consider spending some of your time in halfhour conferences with attorneys
in your home town. This is "networking," and networking is an
important part of any job search.
Networking builds relationships.
Networking acknowledges three
points: 1) people are the best
sources of information; 2) information is power; and 3) the better informed you are, the better
career decisions you'll make.
How to schedule an
informational interview by
telephone.
1. Telephone your contacts and first ask if they have a
few minutes to talk.
2. Tell them you wish
to work in the area and wish to
speak to experienced people in
the field to acquire additional
information.
3. Politely explain that
you would like to arrange a time
to meet at their office - or a
time to call back and talk with
them in greater detail.
4. Keep the appointment- be prompt (and wear a
suit).
5. Indicate your reason
for the interview - a) you wish
to learn about potential employers in the area; b) you would like
feedback on your resume and
how realistic your goals are; c)
you have particular goals and
wish to learn about some of the
avenues that will allow you to
reach those goals.
What to ask during an
informational interview? A
few suggestions follow.
1. Are particular courses, experiences, or personal
attributes important in obtaining
a job in your contact's practice
areas?
2. Are there particular
professional journals that should
be read?
3. What qualifications does your
contact look for when hiring .an associate
(or a summer clerk)?
4. What does your contact think
of the experience you have had so far and
which of your skills are considered strong
points?
5. What experiences does your
contact have that s/he considers invaluable to her/his practice?
6. What does your contact like

•
•
•

about her/his position? What are some of
the challenges encountered?

Just because radio has been
around longer that T.V.,
would you rather listen to a
Bulls game or WATCH it?
Talce a

CLOSE loolc at:

Fully updated textbooks scrutinized by the experts
at West Publishing
New multistate testing software for windows
Top national lecturers teaching exactly what you
need to l<now to pass the bar

Thinl' about it ...
West has the experience and the tools
you need to pass the bar the first time!
l (800)443-3075 ext. 7356

7. Does s/he foresee developments that will affect future opportunities?
8. What else does s/he think you
should know?
FoUow up is important!
1. Write down any employer
names that are given. Include phone
numbers, firm names, and addresses.
Obtain permission to use a contact's
name in your cover letters to the suggested employers. (Double check the spelling
of each employer and whether "Mr." or

"Ms." is appropriate.)
2. Send a thank you note to
every attorney who meets with you - no
later than the day after your meeting.
As Professional Development
Consultant Connie Palladino, Ph.D., said,
"People are the bridge from where you
are to where you're going. You learn
what you're looking for and find a focus
through talking to people."

